Graphic Organizers

ED491D Mize

Used to organize information


Text processing (reading, writing)


Student listening

Show relationships between information

Show causation

Show conceptual organization

Help students access prior knowledge

Preview main ideas and concepts

Operate as metacognitive stimuli

“Support and organize thought but do not do the thinking”

Are a tool for sheltered instruction because graphic organizers are:


Visual, Non-verbal, Can be used with classes of any size


Give context or “frame” the information

When Graphic Organizers Can Be Used

BEFORE


Prepares the mindset


Activate prior knowledge


Develops key-concept vocabulary


Guides the thinking


Illustrates the relationship between concepts and words

DURING


Requires interacting with the text


Requires categorizing and organizing of information (higher-level thinking skills)


Guides the reading and thinking


Keeps reader focusing on the relevant information

AFTER


Confirms or rejects prior knowledge


Shows relationships of newly gained ideas/vocabulary to what is already known


Reinforces and extends vocabulary meaning and knowledge


Increases retention of information

AS A STUDY SKILL STRATEGY


Effective substitute for traditional note taking and outlining


Can be used as a pre-writing activity to organize ideas

A great resource: http://www.graphic.org/goindex.html
Spanish graphic organizers: http://www.colorincolorado.org/article/13354
and http://www.eduplace.com/graphicorganizer/spanish/
