
ENGLISH LANGUAGE PROFICIENCY

 1  Expressing needs and likes                Sentence structuresubject/verb agreement, pronouns
 2  Describing people, places, things                Nouns, pronouns, adjectives
 3  Describing location    Prepositional phrases
 4  Describing action                 Present progressive tense, adverbs
 5  Retelling/relating past events                Past tense verbs
 6  Making predictions                Verbs: future tense, conditional mood
 7  Asking informational questions                Verbs and verb phrases in questions

 9  Expressing and supporting opinions  Sentence structure, modals (will, can, may, shall)
10  Comparing                Adjectives and conjunctions, comparatives, superlatives, adverbs
11  Contrasting                Comparative adjectives

13  Persuading                Verb forms

15  Cause and effect                Verb forms
16  Drawing conclusions                Comparative adjectives

18  Explaining                Verb forms, declarative sentences, complex sentences, adverbs of manner
19  Generalizing                Abstract nouns, verb forms

21  Interpreting                Language of propaganda, complex sentences
22  Sequencing                Adverbs of time, relative clauses, subordinate conjunctions
23  Hypothesizing and speculating                Modals (would, could, might), compound tenses (would have been)

24  Summarizing        Modals (would, could, might), compound tenses (would have been)

Language Functions and Examples of Forms

LANGUAGE FUNCTION EXAMPLE OF LANGUAGE FORM
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ACQUISITION OF LANGUAGE FUNCTIONS AND FORMS—ALL GRADES

BEGINNING EARLY 
INTERMEDIATE INTERMEDIATE EARLY 

ADVANCED ADVANCED TARGET 
FORMS

LANGUAGE 
FUNCTION

Verbs and Verb 
Phrases in Ques-
tions: 

-

phrase

-

who, what, 

when, where, why

how

do or did

-

to be

-ASKING 
INFORMATIONAL 
QUESTIONS

Verbs: Future Tense, 
Conditional Mood: 

-

“The ________ 

will ________.”

“The _____ 

is/are going to ______.”

MAKING 
PREDICTIONS

Past Tense Verbs: 
-

“_____ 

have/has been _____-ing 

since/for _____.”

-

“Yesterday/Last _____/On 

_____ day (pronoun) 

_____ -ed (prep. phrase 

or other direct object).” 

“First _____ and then 

_____. Finally _____.”

-

“_____ (pronoun) _____ 

was/were _____-ing.”

RETELLING/
RELATING PAST 
EVENTS

how where, or when.

Present Progressive 
Tense, Adverbs: -how, 

where, or when

 

progressive

DESCRIBING 
ACTION

, 

beneath, within)in front of, behind, 

next to

Prepositional Phras-
es

-

-

next to, 

beside, between, in front 

of, in back of, behind, on 

the left/right, in the middle 

of, above, below, under)

-

-

on, off, in, out, 

inside, outside

DESCRIBING 
LOCATION

Nouns, Pronouns and 
Adjectives: 

-

-

-

-

 to be, 

The (my, her) 

_____ is/are _____. A (it) 

has/have _____.”

DESCRIBING 
PEOPLE, PLACES 
AND THINGS

Sentence Structure: 

-

-

“I like/don’t like 

_____(object). I need  

a/some _____ (object).”

-

two, apples, 

or tree

-

-

Would 

you like me to bring 

pictures of the bear that 

I saw last summer?

-

-

-

Can bears live 

food there?

-

-

The brown bear 

lived with his family in 

the forest.

-

The bear is brown. He 

is eating.

-

-

bear, brown

EXPRESSING 
NEEDS AND LIKES

(e.g., beneath, within)

-
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-
-

and, because, 

before, after

- Sentence Structure and 

Verb Forms-

“If 

only he were here.”

Abstract Nouns, Verb 
Forms: 

-

 GENERALIZING

The children 

who sang loudly got a 

cookie, but those who 

didn’t sing had none.”

Verb Forms, De-
clarative Sentences, 
Complex Sentences, 
Adverbs of Manner: 

-

“Take me home.”  

“Stay there.” 

a group (herd, class, jury, 

congregation).

“The temperature 

is low.” 

(beauty, honesty, 

comfort, love).

 

As I came 

home, I stopped at the 

store.” 

The children 

who came in early had 

refreshments, but those 

who came late had none.”

“Maria planted 

the petunia seeds care-

fully.”

-

“Large 

oaks grew in the park. The 

length of the room is 40 

feet.”

EXPLAINING

Nouns, Pronouns, Ad-
jectives: 

-

-

-

-
responses: “A table is  

furniture. A boy is a 

person.”

 DEFINING

Comparative Adjec-
tives-

although, 

because, that

DRAWING 
CONCLUSIONS

Verb Forms “If 

_____ had/hadn’t ____, 

_____ would/wouldn’t 

have _____.”

CAUSE AND EFFECT

PERSUADING

LITERARY 
ANALYSIS

Sentences with  
(indeed, 

therefore, consequently)

- -

and/but

-

to conclude, indeed, in 

summary, in short)

SUMMARIZING

Comparative  
Adjectives

whereas, in contrast)

 

both

but

“Subject/verb/ad-

jective like ____ but ____ 

subject/verb/adjective.”

CONTRASTING

Adjectives and  
Conjunctions

language

“Subject/verb/

adjective, but 

 –er or –est

or phrases in response 
COMPARING

Sentence Structure-“In my opinion 

_____ should _____ 

because/so _____.”

“I think/agree 

with (don’t) _____ be-

cause _____.”

“I think/agree with 

(don’t) ____.”

“I like/don’t like 

_____ (concrete topics).”

 EXPRESSING 
AND SUPPORTING 
OPINIONS

Questions with In-
-

-

 -

ASKING CLARIFY-
ING QUESTIONS



TARGET  
FORMS
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Modals (would, could, 
might), Compound 
Tenses (would have 
been): 

-

-

-

-

-

SUMMARIZING

HYPOTHESIZING 
AND SPECULATING  will 

and shall would

Modals (would, could, 
might), Compound 
Tenses (would have 
been): o 

-

 may, might, can, 

could.

 SEQUENCING Adverbs of time, Rela-
tive Clauses,  
Subordinate  
Conjunctions

“The person 

whom Susan is taller than 

is Mary.”

 “I 

know the woman whose 

father is visiting.” -

“Although he 

worked hard, he did not 

-

“I found the book that 

John was talking about.”

“The story that I read was 

long.” 

The man 

to whom I gave the pres-

ent was absent.”

The girl 

who was sick went home.” 

“I hit 

him and he fell over.”

Language of Propa-
ganda, Complex Sen-
tences: 

-

-

-

“D’Onofrio chocolates are 

the best.”

Complex Sentences; 

of Nouns, Verbs, and 
Adjectives: 

EVALUATING

(that wagon, those toys, 

each person, every girl). 

: (two 

men, ten ships, the third 

time, the ninth boy)

-

-

 

both—

and; not only—but also 

“Neither the teacher nor the 

students could solve the 

problem.”

few horses, much 

snow, little rain)

INTERPRETING

This 

class is too hard.”; -

“This is a school van, but 

it is only used for sports.”

 


