
Modify Traditional Assessments  

Teach Key Concepts 

and Skills
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• Product—based 
• Authentic tasks 
• Performance based 
• Fewer items 
• Graphics/Illustrations 

to support text 
• Allow for more time 
• Document to show 

growth over time 
• Peer Assessment 
• Portfolio Assessment 
• Self-Assessment 
• Child-led Confer-

ences 
• Check Lists 
• Videotaping 
• Audio-taping 
• Language Experience 
 

• Focus on BIG IDEAS 
• Go in-depth on fewer 

topics 
• Concept-based instruc-

tion 
• Essential understand-

ings 
• Student-generated cur-

riculum and questions 
• Share BIG IDEAS and 

main units being 
taught with ESL teach-
ers that support the 
mainstream 

• Use consistent 
phrases 

• Outline day’s or 
week’s events 

• Some consistency 
of routine 

• Increase wait time 
• Students are using 

language cogni-
tively 

• Students are attend-
ing to language and 
content simultane-
ously 

Incorporate Study Skills 
•  Make explicit 
• Outline chapters 
• Jig-saw content readings 
• Use L! for research even though student may 

write in L2 
• Use cognates 
• Stress organization 
• Review in L1 at home 
• Web out the key ideas being taught in a unit 

• Shared Classroom 
experiences 

• Using physical 
models for teach-
ing & learning 

• Generating data on 
tables and graphs 

• Video clips 
• Discovery learning 
• Experimentation 
• Field trips 
• Experts in the field 
 

• Build content area vocabulary 
• Create concept word banks 
• Provide environmental print 
• Writing across the curriculum 
• Develop oral academic fluency 

through collaborative groups 
• Strategic reading comprehension 

approaches in the content areas 
• Use Graphic Organizers across 

the curriculum 
• Use writing frames as scaffold-

ing 
• Students provide retellings of 

what they have learned in L1 or 
L2 

Adapted from Short, Deborah.  Sheltered Instruction Observation Protocol 

Sheltered Instruction:    Creating a comprehensible environment in the content     classroom so that students acquire knowledge in 
the content area while they develop proficiency in English 


